Evidence for Prosecution.
Dr Bernard H. SpiWbury
Assuming a person is suffering from rheumatism for about five
years, and neuritis; is suffering from what Dr. Hinoks thought
she was suffering from, heart trouble as the result of rheumatism,
a mitral systolic murmur in the heart in August, 1920; you find
also albumen on examination; do you not think that that woman
at that time may be suffering from kidney trouble—Bright's
disease?—If you put it no further than that, yesj if we stop there
only, I agree.
Suppose without the knowledge that arsenic was found after-
wards	?—No, no.
What do you want r,o add to it?—The change which occurred
so rapidly after she entered the asylum.
Getting rid of the peripheral neuritis?—First of all, the dis-
appearance of the albumen within a week. That to my mind
excludes Bright's disease as the cause of the albuminuria.
Am I not right in saying in kidney disease you do get
from time to time relief from albuminuria?—Yes, you do, but
it is not a sudden disappearance and a complete disappearance.
You see there is no evidence that any examination was made
for albumen at all from the 29th August, a week after she went
into that home, until she came out again?—I was certainly under
the impression she was examined systematically.
The attorney-general—I think my friend is wrong about
that. Dr. Townsend told us on more than one occasion during
this time, the autumn, examination was made; indeed, I think he
said at some date late in November.
Cross-examination continued—You agree that a person may
take a fatal dose of arsenic five, six, seven, or eight days before
death and suffer for some time with sickness, vomiting, and possibly
diarrhoea, and gradually sink and die. That is one thing that
may happen?—Yes.
And that may happen, may it not, without there being any
organic disease?—Yes.
Merely from the result of the fatal dose of arsenic which does
not kill up to eight days?—That is so.
The other case which I put to you, with which I understand
you to agree, is that a person may take a fatal dose of arsenic five,
six, seven, or eight days before death, may suSer for a certain
period of time, I care not how long, with vomiting, sickness, and
diarrhoea, may then have a remission, and then vomiting may
begin again, but then you would expect to find organic disease as
well as arsenic present after death?—Yes.
And the organic disease which you would expect to find in
that case—what you had in your mind—was kidney trouble—
Bright's disease?—Not merely trouble with kidneys, but Bright's
One more question upon the^ first of those cases that we were
discussing.      Do you know a book by a man named Wood,  an
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